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Access Restrictions in the U.K. 
Rigid assessments of treatment value, government-driven decisions on formularies and coverage, and insufficient health care budgets have 
long stood in the way of U.K. patients who need access to the latest innovative medicines. 

The high rate of rejections by the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE), the group that advises the National Health 
Service (NHS) on coverage decisions and makes decisions based on a cost-effectiveness threshold of between £20,000 and £30,000 
($23,137- $34,706) per quality-adjusted life year (QALY), is one major reason why U.K. patients are often denied access to new medicines. 

That’s because medicines exceeding NICE’s cost-per-QALY threshold are not deemed cost effective. This leaves the patients who need 
treatments that carry high development costs or treat small populations high and dry.4 In fact, for every 100 patients in peer countries who 
get access to a new medicine in its first year of launch, just 56 patients in the U.K. are given access to these treatments within one year of 
launch.5

"Who has the right to say you are not worth it? I think they are discriminating against young children, and I 
don't know how you can target them. The drug is there, and being used so they are putting a price tag on all 
kids' lives." Parent of a child with cystic fibrosis in the U.K.6
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In 2022, it was reported that health officials had ruled that olaparib, which 
treats men based on the genetic make-up of their cancer, is not cost 
effective. The article stated that National Health System watchdogs have 
been accused of stifling innovation by rejecting the first precision treatment 
for prostate cancer. “This disappointing decision means men with advanced 
prostate cancer in England and Wales who could benefit from olaparib will 
miss out on a treatment that could help them live longer and better.”7
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